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An Important Fact. 
The Trustees of the Universi- 
ty call tor $2,500 cash yet before 
the; will aBBume the risk of bold 
ing the buildings, li this insti- 
tution in saved to the church, 
Pennsylvania and Iowa or Kan- 
sas will have a Brethren College 
eacb before len years are past. 
It this lails, it is vary unlikely 
that the church will have a 
school of its own In the next 
twenty year*. Dependence liaa 
been placed in those who have 
subscribed fur that purpose. 
Brethren, do nut allow the edu- 
cational interests ot our church 
to receive a death yiow at the 
start, when 1)2,500 will save them, 
sustain our honor as a church 
and our integrity as a people. 


There Is One Thins: Wrong. 

Dr. Iteichard in his pointed 
article says : "There is something 
wrong somewhere," aud then 
speaks of Mark's assertion : 
"sigiiH shall tul low those that be- 
lieve," etc. It struck rue I might 
make a point, hence his prayer : 
"God grant that some brother or 
sister may be set thinking" is al 
ready partly auswered. 

I have often thought of those 
words iu Mark: '-And these 
signs shall Mlow them that be- 
lieve," etc., stud I wonder why 
the signs should cease. The con- 
nection has been broken some 
where, fur some cause. Why 
was it broken? Why does not 
tbe church as a whole enjoy the 
power it once bad and have the 
same signs it once had iu all their 
fulness V Notice, 

1st. The entire primitive 
church preached tbe gospel. 
Every convert made endeavored 
to matte a convert. Turn to the 
eighth chapter of ActB. Read of 
the persecution at Jerusalem : 
"And they were all scattered 
abroad throughout the regions of 
Judea and Samaria, except the 
ApostleH." Notice the last three 
words : except the Apostles. The 
church was scattered, but the 
Apostles remained in Jerusalem. 
What did the scattered ones do 't 
He«r Luke : "Therefore tbey 
that were scattered abroad went 
everywhere preaching the word," 
Bee that, the entire church 
preached, and they bad the 
spirit so deep that persecution 
could not keep them quiet. Tbe 
Apostles remained in Jerusalem 
to look after affaire, bat the 


memben were ont preaching. 
Notice, 

2nd. The state of affairs have 
turned round. The members re 
main at home and a few preach 
ere go ont to work. Preaching 
is confined to a class. The Elders, 
successors of tbe Apostles, so 
called, a tew ont of a great num- 
ber do tbe preaching. The rest 
lay back and take it eaay. Well 
does a noted writer say : "This 
chasm between "clergy" and 
"laity" marks a rent in the body 
of Christ. The church began as 
a pure democracy, but passed in- 
to an aristocracy and finally a 
hierarchy. Tbe creation of a 
clerical caste ia a matter of his- 
toric iiovolopir#iit. We get a 
glimpse ot it toward the close ot 
the second century. Ignatine 
would bare nothing done without 
bishop, presbyter, and deacon ; 
and after all these centuries this 
high chnrchism still survives. " 
This is a fact, in some places, its 
all order, order, and tbe order is 
to have a house full of well fed 
loafers. Notice, 

3rd.- When the entire church 
preached the gospel, tbey had all 
tbe signs. They could pick up 
serpents, heal the sick, raise the 
dead, etc., bnt when part of the 
cburch, took the work of the 
whole, they lost part of the signs, 
and if the church of today would 
have all the signs, then all of tbe 
church must do the work, li the 
gospel it preached to every 
creature, every creature who has 
the gospel must go to work and 
preach. 

Yes, I say with the Dr. we 
most have more taith, and more 
spirit. Wo want as brother Lair 
said : All the gospel. A long 
tetter appeared some time ago 
about doctrine, aud not a word 
said about "go." The church 
roust be evangelistic. This is an 
age of work, and a lazy church 
will get left, and deserves to be 
left. Let us be a preaching 
church, a praying church, a 
practicing church, an evangelistic 
church. Lot us be witnesses aud 
workers and warriors. Let us 
have the zeal of Whiteheld who 
crossed the Atlantic thirteen 
times and preached eighteen 
thousand sermons, and who when 
told to do less work, limited his 
preaching to once on week days 
aud three times on Sunday. Let 
ua have the courage of Lather, 
the faith ot Wesley, and tbe de- 
sire of Paul, but above all let us 
have tbe spirit of tbe Master, 
and then there will be force to 
baok it all up. This is Monday 
night, but I feel like preaching, 
and tor fear I may get started, 
will close. 

"Laborers wanted.— The ripening (train 

Walts to welcome the reaper's cry. 
The Lord or the harvest calls Again ; 

Who among us shall first reply ; 

Who is wanted , Lord r Is it I ? 
'•The Master calls, bul the servants wait 
Fields gleam white 'death a c load leas 
Will none seize sickle before too late[sky 

Winds of winter come sweeping by ? 

Who is delaying t Is it I?" 

John Duke McFadxh. 


The Kill.' oritight Living. 
The word righteousness means 
right living ; nothing more. 
Christ's sermon on the mount, 
comprised in the fifth and sixth 
chapters of Ma'.thew, is the rule 
of righteousness or right living. 
It covert the whole ground, and 
lo live right, according to' the 
will ot God, no one needs to go 
outside of that sermon ior in- 
struction. Bat these statements 
must not be construed to include 
more tbau is here specified.— 
namely to live righteously. At 


the close of the sixth chapter, at- 
tention ia directed by the Saviour 
to tbe kingdom and godliness, in 
addition, which demand the at- 
tention of all who desire salva- 
tion. But salvation ia . impose! 
ble without right living,, and 
Christ, therefore taught them the 
rale of righteousness first, before 
he arged them to seek and find. 
Here is an idea that every 
preacher should include in hie 
ays tern of evangeliatie work. 
Teach the people that right liv- 
ing is essential as a part of the 
work to be done ; for, unless the 
righteousness of t^e professing 
man exceeds the righteousness of 
the Scribes and Pharisees, it is 
impossible for bim to enter the 
kingdom. 

The Lord introduces tboee 
rulea in the fifth and sixth chap- 
ters at the least commandments. 
This meant aa much ae saying 
that they are not teste of fellow- 
ship, yet, unless they are respect- 
ed, in a certain degree, it will be 
impossible to enter the kingdom 
of heaven ; because there can be 
no righteousness or right living 
which can not be brought under 
those commandments. The 
Lord declared that "whosoever 
therefore shall break one of 
these least commandments, and 
shall teach men so, he shall 
be called the least in the king- 
dom ot heaven." Here 1b the 
penalty. It is not a test of fel- 
lowship or in other words expul- 
sion from the membership of the 
kingdom ; but a belittlement of 
the faulty man. Thia is the prin- 
ciple set forth ; now apply it in 
comparison with some of those 
least commandments, and note 
tbe reasonableness thereof. Take 
the fifth "least commandment," 
(Matt. 6: 44). "Love your eno 
mies, bless them that curse yon, 
do good to them that hate yon, 
and pray for them which deepite- 
f ully use you and persecute you." 
Where ie the Christian wbodoes 
all that to the fall extent of the 
letter of the text? Who will 
point him out? There is none. 
Who will say that every ooe who 
tails to comply with the full re- 
quirements of that command will 
be cast into bell with the nations 
who forget God T No one will 
answer to the call. 

Study the fourth "least com- 
mandment." It requires a man 
not to retaliate, not to resist evil 
inflicted upon him, to give his 
cloak also it his coat is taken by 
law. Who will say that a mem- 
ber of the kingdom is disinherit- 
ed if he does not obey that com- 
mand strictly in a} I cases where 
it applies ? Not one will answer. 

What is true of one least com- 
mandments, is true of all of them 
which relate to right living— the 
twelve commencing with Matt. 
5 : 21, and ending with Matt. T : (5. 
They are not tests of fellowship 
or membership, yet are essential 
1 1 salvation as a whole, for if a 
man does not do a certain degree 
of right living, he cannot enter 
God's heavenly abode or king- 
dom. Alter a man has been con- 
verted, those twelve least com- 
mandments should ha his oon- 
staut study, his shield and buck- 
ler as he journeys onward to 
Zion. Obedience thereto will 
make men righteous in the esti- 
mation of God, and without that 
quality he is unable to tee God, 
or secure the recognition Of son- 
ahip, when the judgment day 
comes round. 

Some shilly-shally dealing 
theologian may catch hold of 
tbia article at belittling the oom- 


mands of Christ Not to. It ia 
giving them their due weight 
and power— j oat what Christ 
gave them. Two or three ot 
them have been exalted to heaven 
by certain schools of thinkers, 
and others have been treated at 
only fit for tbe dunghill. These 
extremes are atheistic in their in- 
fluence. The observer noticea 
that one is landed oat of all con- 
sistency, while the other is treat- 
ed as tbe infidel treats the whole 
Bible. Instead of each one be- 
ing allowed to fill the consistent 
measure that the Lord gave it, it 
ie magnified beyond ail reason, 
and the anxious penitent and 
true believer exclaim with the 
emotion of despair : "Who then 
can be saved ?" In demanding 
too much, all ia often lost, in 
morale and religion, as elsewhere. 

Bight living is rewarded in life 
as well aa in the eternal city, the 
Kingdom of God j and to magni- 
fy one of the twelve rnlee laid 
down by the Saviour, as the sun 
ia to the stars, repels men instead 
of drawing them into the higher 
and sweeter lite that mellows the 
rigor ot the earthly pilgrimage, 
and softens the pillow of peace 
where the saintly aoul rests hit 
love-crowned head. Harmon- 
ious development of the physical 
and mental makes the perfect 
man. Excess in one or the other 
unbalances the man, and he ib 
unbalanced in all the depart- 
ments of life. Unbalanced in 
his domestic character) unbal- 
anced in his business qualifica- 
tions ; unbalanced in hit educa- 
tional aspirations ; unbalanced in 
his morality ; unbalanced in his 
Christianity. The whole charac- 
ter and whole man ie unbalanced 
and totally unfit for the highest 
type of manhood. So the one 
who snatches up a command of 
the scriptures here and there, 
wrenches it out ot its relation to 
the great, harmonious syttem of 
Christian morals and right living 
and debases another until it is 
lost in the obscurity of his sight- 
less recognition, is unable to ap- 
proach tbe highest type of holy 
manhood in Chriet Jesus. 

Take every one of the least 
commandments pertaining to 
right living and pnt them before 
your moral telescope, and behold 
the contentment of mind, joy of 
heart, and peace of soul that 
abide in them, and obey as much 
of all as good convictions and 
moral courage will enable. Grow 
in the divine life. 

Practical Christianity only 
will reach to heaven. It is not 
the pioue moaning or tbe loving- 
tuned prayers that engage the 
ear of the Father. No. Tonr 
practical life alone speaks loudly 
that God can hear. Upon that 
rests your prospects of immortal 
glory, or from it the sdict of ever- 
lasting banishment from the 
presence of the holy family goes 
forth. 


that a book written on church 
doctrine, by an individual mem- 
ber of the church, without the 
safe guard of a revising com- 
mittee appointed by the church 
tor that purpose, might provoke 
criticism, and controversy, sub- 
vsrtivs to the cants ot Christ. 

While the New Testament it 
our only creed, our distinctive 
views on scriptural questions 
need to be amplified, and the 
testimony upon which we base 
pur views clearly demonstrated 
until others may see the reason 
for the faith and hope that it in 
ut. 

A somewhat careful examina- 
tion of the book has convinced 
me that it supplies a needed want 
in our oh arch. The subjects 
treated on embrace scriptural 
views on ordinances especially 
dearjto Brethren, and the orig- 
inal and able manner in which 
tbeae are treated will clothe them 
with treih interest and 'intensify 
their importance. 

While there is nothing in the 
book that can be construed, upon 
fair examination, to be unortho- 
dox, there is a large amount of 
matter tb»t,'ie new, and the spir- 
itual significance of the outward 
ordinances are brought out in 
such bold colors, that tbey are 
clothed witb> new interest. And 
while the importance of the out- 
ward ordinances are not lost 
sight ot, the errors of a mere for- 
mal religion are strongly guard- 
ed against. It is just ths book 
we need and it has come none 
too soon. It should find its way 
into every family of the church. 
It is a book that will do good ser- 
vice in proclaiming the Gospel 
according to Jesue, wherever it 
can be introduced and should be 
made to do missionary work. 

Send for it and in reading* it 
be convinced tor yourself, and it 
will not only do. you good, bat 
you will also lend your patron- 
age to a worthy entet prise. 

The book should meet with a 
hearty reception hy all Brethren, 
and Bro. Mason should be sus- 
tained in the sacrifice he has 
•made of his time and money in 
giving to tbe church such a 
worthy book. 

E. L. Yodbk. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


From what Bro. Obetl Snowberger 
has to say, Conservatives are after 
Snowhlll Institute, The are compass- 
ing sea and land after property that in 
some way or other in time past was 
held by some element of the Tunker 
cburch. Those greedy Individuals will 
Inherit a large section tif hell if they 
ftail to repent of that Idolatry. 


Bro. Mason'* Book. 

Through the kindness of Bro. 
Mason I have had an opportunity 
ot reading an advance copy of 
the book published by him en- 
titled "The Gospel according to 
Jesus." 

I had looked forward with 
much pleasure, aud I confess 
with tome anxiety, for thit prom- 
ised acquisition to our church 
literature. 

While every member of the 
Brethren Church should bail with 
joy and pride, every worthy con- 
tribution to our church literature, 
there it cause for apprehension 


Bro. Jerrohi makes a good applica- 
tion of tbe colored brother's board par- 
tition. It Is astonish ing anyway how 
men's prejudices run away with their 
senses. In politics it is the same way. 
A man will fly in colors and hurrah 
himself hoarse for bis party and say all 
kinds of dreadful tilings about tbe oth- 
er, and then he will allow a young man 
ot another political faith court and 
marry bis daughter, call him a splendid 
son-in-law, the best young man In all 
tbe country, and the like. But la pol- 
itics, my, ob my 1 What i> the use. 
Hen are all the while straining out 
gnats sod swallowing camels. Such 
conduct reminds us of the thoughtful 
person , who, wbeu his frieod was in 
the throes of death- drowning, ran to 
get his clothes for blm and hung them 
up for fear tbey might dr»w damp ly- 
ing on the ground and he might catch 
cold. 

It is astonishing how rapidly 
the feeble and debilitated gain 
strength and vigor when taking 
Ayer s Sarsaparilla. For what 
are called "broken-down consti- 
tutions," nothing alee has proved 
so effective ae this powerful bnt 
perfectly safe medicine. 


